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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Dr. Peter Van Horne, Interim Rector 

4714 Clifton Ave, St Louis MO 63109 

314/832-3588 

www.saintmarks-stl.org 
 

JULY 2011 

.
Dear Friends: 

The Rector Search Committee has been formed, and on July 28 they 
will receive formal training on how to conduct a Rector Search 
Process.  After that, the Process will pick up the pace as the Search 

Committee works with the congregation on the next steps that will lead to the call of the next 
Pastor of the parish.  These steps might include the research and self-study that will lead to a 
Parish Profile that will tell the story of St. Mark’s and its aspirations for the future, and also a 
Rector Profile that will identify the characteristics being sought in the next Rector. 

The members of the Rector Search Committee are: 
Ellen Jeffery, Chair 
Kelly Borowiak 
John Carroll 
Matt Cashen 
Rita Mauchenheimer (Vestry) 
Barb Raedeke 
Tom Smith (Vestry) 

First of all, please keep the Search Committee and the Search Process in your thoughts and 
prayers. I recommend the following from the Book of Common Prayer:  

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on 
your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 
choose a Rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful  
pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Secondly, I want to remind everyone that the work of the Search Committee is absolutely 
confidential because, among other things, they will be working with the names of clergy who are 
being considered for the position.  Those clergy will not want their congregations to know that.  
So, please do not ask the Search Committee for details about their work.  They will report 
regularly on their work, giving us information that is not confidential.  Please do not expect any 
more than that. 
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I might be speaking to the choir right now, yet it is better to speak a few words of wisdom rather 
than assume that everyone knows them.  My words of wisdom, counsel and advice are these:  
do not assume that the next Rector of St. Mark’s will have all the answers to the challenges the 
congregation is facing.  You as the members of the parish will have the best knowledge of the 
congregation and how it works (and where it does not work so well!).  You and the next Rector 
can work together to tackle many things, so do not leave everything on the shoulders of the new 
Pastor and step back and wait for the miracles.   

Therefore, I have some homework to suggest to all of you.  First, read "http://saintmarks-
stl.org/AlbanItsYourChurch.pdf"  this article from the Alban Institute. As the collect in the Prayer 
Book says, “read, mark [which in the old usage means ‘take note of’, but mark it up with a pen if 
you prefer!], learn, and inwardly digest.”  Trust me, the next Rector will be delighted that you 
have done this homework!  

The next bit of homework will be to read the attached flier from the Offices of the Bishop 
concerning the 2011 Making Disciples Conference on Saturday, August 27.  The subject is, 
Love Heals:  Rediscovering God’s Promises .  There are two topics for the day, and I think 
you will find each one to be helpful. (see flyer on page 4) 

My final suggestion for homework is to consider attending The 
Magnetic Church Conference  on November 11 and 12, 2011 at 
Grace Episcopal Church, Kirkwood.  I have attended these 
workshops by Andy Weeks, and I can guarantee you will come 
away energized and enthusiastic about how to do practical 
evangelism for the 21st century. (See flyer on page 5) 

 

Plan on recruiting a goodly number of people to attend these events.  The larger the number 
from the parish, the more ideas you will have about the next steps for St. Mark’s. 
 
Faithfully yours, 

 
 
 

 
The Rev. Dr. Peter E. Van Horne, 
Interim Pastor 
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WHAT’S COMING UP?WHAT’S COMING UP?WHAT’S COMING UP?WHAT’S COMING UP?    

SAT. JULY 2ND – Hall Rental 

SUN. JULY 3RD Confirmation Class 

THURS, JULY 6 Endowment Meeting (see p.4)  

SUN. JULY 10TH Hall Rental 

SUNDAY, JULY 17TH Vestry Meeting 

SUNDAY, JULY 24  
~Confirmation Class 
~St. Louis Fashion Doll Club 

MON. JULY 25TH New Line Theatre Group 
Rehearsals Begin in Parish Hall 

THURS. JULY 28TH Search Committee 
Meeting  

SUN. JULY 31ST  Confirmation Class 
 
 

FEED MY PEOPLE 
St Mark's is participating in Feed My 
People's Meal A Month program. Each 
month a suggested shopping list of 5 
items is provided which helps provide a 
complete meal for a family. Donation bags 
are available at the back of church and 
envelopes for those who would prefer to 
make a cash donation. Donations may be 
brought to church any time during the 
month. Any donations are welcome; the list 
is just a suggestion. All donations are 
greatly appreciated. Please contact Marti 
Robards with any questions. 
 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

The next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, July 6th at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Proehl Building to discuss investment 
strategies and possible changes to the 
endowment investments.  All are invited to 
attend. 
 

COFFEE AND ICED TEA in the Parish 
Hall after the 10 a.m. service. Please 
sign up to host. 

 

St. Mark’s St. Mark’s St. Mark’s St. Mark’s  
Parish History Parish History Parish History Parish History 
ProjectProjectProjectProject 
On our website at 
www.saintmarks-stl.org under “Search 

Process” there is the final version of 
the Parish History Project, the 
gathering together of your notes and 
comments on the parish time line.  My 

thanks to all of your for your 

participation in the project.  I am 
certain that the Search Committee and 

clergy candidates for the position of 
Rector will find your comments and 

insights very helpful as part of the 
Search Process.  A personal 
observation:  any errors in what you 
read should be considered my 

responsibility, errors that might be the 
result of my trying to decipher 
handwriting that sometimes was 
difficult to read.  If you have 

corrections to offer, we can always 
make the changes. 

� � � � 

Also if you haven’t looked at it yet 
“The Parish Member Questionnaire 

Report” is also available on our 
website under “Search Process”, so 
that you may read it and discuss it. 

 

OPERA AGAIN! We are 
going to Turandot at Union 
Ave Opera on Sat July 9, 
8pm let me know if you 
wish to join us.  We only 
need 10 people to get a 
group. Prices are $32 for 

(General Admission),  $30 for Seniors 
(age 64), or $20 for a Group. Please 
contact:  Mary Feldmeier 
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